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Year by year our planet is more and more urbanised. More than 
hal f  of the global populat ion l ive in urban areas and in 2050 three 
quarters of al l  the human beings wi l l  l ive in cit ies. Humans used to 
be strongly connected to nature. They were completely dependent 
on weather, season and the surrounding environment. Agr iculture 
was so labour demanding that almost everyone had to be involved. 
Everyone was part of nature.

In the past decade we have witnessed the impact of our behaviour 
on the global cl imate. People have lost connect ion to the landscape 
with i ts ecosystems. They feel invulnerable. Total ly insulated from 
mother earth. Nature has become a commodity to be sold in form of 
hol idays and bio products at farmers markets. 

Our behaviour strongly correspond with our personal experience. An 
environmental f r iendly l i fe sty le can not be taught through books and 
TV shows. I t  needs to be experienced by everyone and every day. 
People need again to see the plants and animals, experience the 
elements and from t ime to t ime feel uncomfortable to appreciate the 
gi f t  which we al l  got from nature. 

Lyckholms Lyckan combines the qual i t ies of l iv ing in a f lat in the 
city with the experience of having a house with a smal l  garden. I t 
connects i ts inhabitants with the natural  qual i t ies of the site and on 
the other hand keeps the high density of a city block. This approach 
is translated into the rat ional wooden “towers” with a l ightweight 
“scaffolding” in between. This outer structure provides direct contact 
to the outside from al l  of the rooms. I ts shape was determinate by 
an easy access of l ight to the housing units, pr ivacy and rain water 
distr ibut ion. The ground f loor consists of shared spaces facing the 
garden and commercial  spaces towards the publ ic space.



The Lyckholms s i te is  located in Göteborg between Korsvägen and Mölndal 
a long Mölndalsvägen. River  Mölndalsån f lows through the s i te and spl i ts  i t 
into hal fs. 
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Lyckholms, a d ist inguished brewery in the forefront of  i ts  t ime. J.  W. Lyckholm & 
Co. was founded by the brewer Johan Wi lhe lm Lyckholm 1880. The product ion 
of  beer was launched the fo l lowing year.  Most of  the beaut i fu l  br ick bui ld ings 
were bui l t  between 1881 and 1900, the archi tect  was A. L.  Thune. Since 1975 
Lyckholm premises stood part ia l ly  empty.
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The o ld brewery is  more or less occupied by smal l  bus inesses today such 
as car and bicy le workshops and a smal l  scale brewery.  These act iv i tes are 
in a d i rect  contrast  to the intent ions of  the new owner of  the s i te. 

Bike workshop
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The o ld Lyckholms area is  s lowly going to be t ransformed by Peab and 
L iseberg into a new commercia l  d ist r ict  wi th off ices and hote ls.  The SAAB 
gear box factory is  going to make place for  new bui ld ings and the h istor ica l 
brewery wi l l  be renovated. 
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Cit ies do att ract  people 
by many aspects such as 
job opportuni t ies,  endless 
possib i l i t ies to spend f ree 
t ime, socia l  interact ions, 
t ime effc iency,  serv ices, 
cu l ture etc. .  But there is 
a cost for  these benef i ts . 
Most of  the people l iv ing 
in c i t ies fee l  that  they 
loose physica l  connect ion 
to nature,  uniqueness 
and independency.  The 
part ic le becomes a part 
of  a system. Some people 
t r ied to escape back to the 
nature,  back to the roots. 
The suburbs were bui l t .  But 
a dream of  a fami ly  l i fe  in 
a house with a garden has 
changed into something 
wrong. Dai ly  commut ing 
takes so much t ime, 
money and energy that 
people have understood 
that i t ’s  a dead end road. 

Lyckan a ims to become 
the r ight  mixture of  a l l  the 
benef i ts  of  c i ty  l i fe  and 
l iv ing in the nature.  The 
r ight  proport ion of  pr ivacy, 
ex ib i l i ty,  independency 
and a lso socia l  interact ion 
creates structure for  open 
society of  indiv iduals wi th 
strong connect ion to each 
other.  Whenever they l ike. 
P lac ing the pro ject  to 
Lyckholms leaves the 
h igh dense street  l i fe  and 
creates i ts  own micro 
c l imate with in i ts  borders. 
I t  wi l l  become a v i ta l  spot 
for  everybody coming in, 
work ing and l iv ing there 
or  even just  passing by. 
Smal l  scale businesses, 
natura l  e lements and 
diverse housing together 
combine the qual i t ies 
for  a susta inable future 
d e v e l o p m e n t . 

¨The fee l ing when you stay at  home, there is  a f i re in the stove and you are 
looking at  the snow outs ide with a cup of  hot tea in your hands. ¨



The ear ly  stages of  the Lyckan idea combines wooden towers wi th a stee l 
scaffo ld ing in between to maximize outer  space without interrupt ing l ight 
condi t ions in the apartments.
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The e ight wooden towers are based on a s imple and very f lex ib le f loor p lan 
layout.  I t  a l lows the structure to last  even i f  the needs are changing.
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The overa l l  shape has been t ransformed f rom the f i rst  sketch by many 
di fferent techniques inc luding hand made models,  3D scanning, phys ica l 
and dig i ta l  sunl ight  s imulat ions and laser cut fabr icat ion.
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street  v iew
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¨L ive the c i ty,  fee l  the nature. ¨
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The cross sect ions show bui ld ing h ights wi th a re lat ion to i ts  ne ighbours. 
Drawing or ientat ion is  f l ipped ( ! )
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¨The fee l ing when you don` t  rea l ly  care i f  you are ins ide or outs ide.  A gent le 
breeze and the smel l  of  p ine t rees is  a l l  around. ¨
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37ground f loor 1:500



38 39typ ica l  f loor p lan (4th)  1:500



41east e levat ion 1:500 south e levat ion 1:500



43AA sect ion 1:500



45axonometr ica l  AA sect ion



47wooden terraces,  b lack stee l  facade & suspended structure



49cross- laminated t imber panels,  acr i l ic  g lass ¨bubbles ¨



51concrete base, garden, r iver
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an axonometr ica l  deta i l  of  a s l id ing window with an ¨ inv is ib le f rame¨ 
technology

(corrugated i ron facade, f i reproof  outer  ce i l ing)
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an axonometr ica l  deta i l  of  the cross- laminated t imber structure wi th a 
suspended steel  terraceww

(recycled cashed br icks backf i l l ,  hemp insulat ion)
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