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ABSTRACT:

We have lived in cities for thousands of years, but yet we are as dependent on 

food as we ever were. Food is the source to our existence and the cities we live 

in would not exist without farming.

The city-centric population is due to double in 2050 and when it does, all the 

arable land on the planet will not be sufficient with the need for food. Yet we 

appear to live to live independent from the land that feeds us.

In a Swedish perspective the relationship between the land and the city is most 

urgent in the region of Skåne. The region has the most arable land in Sweden 

and it is also where the land gets the most exploited. To reclaim exploited arable 

into food production again is nearly impossible.

The current growing city transforms its surroundings into hardscapes 

(agriculture land turned into asphalt or buildings) which pushes food production 

further away from the consumer. The source of food is in another country, the 

process of making the food is controlled by a few large companies and the 

consumer meets the food in car-bound big box areas around the cities.

It is necessary to involve all steps of food production in our cities, to increase 

food knowledge, to localize the food-chain and to prepare for the future.

This thesis explores strategies and prototypes for how land and city can be 

treated with same value, how the urban and rural can co-exist instead of being 

conflicting. The site is located in the south-west of the region between the two 

major cities Malmö and Lund, and is defined by the existing infrastructure and 

its proximity to rail bound communication
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BACKGROUND

To understand how the food and the city are bound together we must 

understand their common history. Agriculture and Urbanism was born at the 

same time and ever since the development of our cities have been marked by 

their source of food. 

The point of departure for this thesis has been the dicision by the County 

Administration Board of Skåne to aim for zero exploitation of arable land.  

 

A dicision that would change the perspective on what we consider when 

developing cities today. 
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1.1 HISTORY

Timeline showing crucial events in history that has shaped the relationship 
between the urban and the rural, between the food and the city. 

THE BIRTH OF AGRICULTURE 
AND URBANISM

HUNTING AND GATHERING 
SOCIETY

About 1200 years ago was the birth of 

both agriculture and urbanism. When 

humans discovered grain and learned 

to tame their source of food they could 

settle and form a city.  

900. Crop is 

no longer wild, 

it depends on 

humans for 

survival.

1550. The first 

chocolat arrives 

in Europe. 

Humans lived bound to nature as 

hunters and gatherers. Hunting for 

animals and gathering plants, nuts and 

seeds. Lived in herds of 3-6 families 

(approx. 20 people) and was not 

settled, moving around to find new 

places for food. 

 

THE ROMAN EMPIRE AND 
THE FIRST FOOD MILES

Rome had in 1st century AD more 

than 1 million inhabitants. To be able 

to feed this large population would be 

impossible if they did not have their sea 

access. They got hold of huge grain 

reserves and imported food from far 

away. 
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1826. The  isolated state - 

Johann Heinrich von Thünen. 

Analyze of the pre-industrial city 

as surrounded by a farm belt. If 

the city were on a river it would 

distort the organization and 

stretch along the river instead. 

INDUSTRIALIZATION AND 
ITS INVENTIONS

MORE INVENTIONS IN 
A MODERN WORLD

MORE INVENTIONS IN 
A MODERN WORLD

With industrialization came the train, 

before this animals had to walk in to 

the city themselves and now ways to 

preserve food was invented, such as the 

tin can and the refridgerator.  

After industrialization, everything 

changed and bringing food into the 

city was no longer a big effort. Animals 

could for the first time exist anywhere 

and grow any size. The car and the 

shopping mall that really marks more or 

less the end of an apparent relationship 

between the food and the city. 

After industrialization, everything 

changed and bringing food into the 

city was no longer a big effort. Animals 

could for the first time exist anywhere 

and grow any size. The car and the 

shopping mall that really marks more or 

less the end of an apparent relationship 

between the food and the city. 

≈ 1750 Tegskifte 

Land reform. All 

farms got equal land 

area calculating 

equal soil quality. 
1956. Southgale - 

the first enclosed 

shoppingmall by 

Victor Gruen. 

≈ 1850 Storskifte 

1807 Laga skifte 

1827 Tegskifte

Each farmers share was 

collected and placed in one 

ideal place. Poorer soil was 

equal to more land and vice 

versa. 

1900
POPULATION IN SWEDEN 4,6 MILLION
50 % works as farmers

2000
POPULATION IN SWEDEN 8,9 MILLION
1,5 % works as farmers

FOOD

CITY
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1.1 HISTORY

1910

KITCHENS

MALMÖ CITY

1910

1920

1920

1930

1930

1940

1940
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1950

1950

1960

1960

1970

1970

1980

1980
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Trelleborg. Protesterna blir allt starkare mot en
fortsatt exploatering av Skegrie, nordväst om
Trelleborg. De bybor som är emot utbyggnaden får
stöd av Lantbrukarnas riksförbund - LRF.

TRELLEBORG. – Klimatfrågan och livsmedelsbrist i världen gör det än

viktigare att bevara den bästa åkermarken, anser Marianne Andersson,

LRF:s kommungrupp i Trelleborg.

Men det är inte enbart mot det fortsatta villabebyggandet i Skegrie som hon

och LRF protesterar. I en skrivelse till stadsbyggnadskontoret i Trelleborg

vill LRF även begränsa villabyggandet i V. Tommarp söder om Skegrie och

delar av Mellanköpinge i de östra delarna av Trelleborg.

– Den åkermark som föreslås blir exploaterad är en av världens bästa

jordar. Åkermark klass åtta-tio finns i västra, sydvästra och i den södra

delen av Skåne samt på Kristianstadsslätten, säger Marianne Andersson

och menar att det är på 66,4 hektar av dessa jordar på Söderslätt som det

planeras för nya bostäder.

Även en rad Skegriebor vänder sig mot att orten byggs ut ytterligare. Som

skäl uppger även de den bördiga åkermarken i området, men också att den

bykänsla som upplevs i Skegrie, försvinner om byn växer ytterligare.

– Vi flyttade till Skegrie för att få bo och leva på landet. Den känslan är på

väg att försvinna, skriver några bybor i ett brev till stadsbyggnadskontoret.

LRF efterlyser dessutom ett samlat grepp när det gäller infrastruktur såsom

vägar, ringvägar och järnväg. Detta för att planeringen av infrastrukturen

ska gå i takt med övrig exploateringsplanering i kommunen.

FAKTA/Skegrie växer

1990: 565 invånare

1995: 584

2000: 565

2005: 745

2007: 848
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PROTESTS AGAINST BUILDING ON ARABLE LAND.  

Sydsvenskan 2nd of October 2008

Kyrkheddinge/Lund. Länsstyrelsen väcker hopp hos
Lundalantbrukare med en nollvision för att hindra
ny bebyggelse på jordbruksmark.

–  Nu räcker det. Vi behöver inte bygga mer på åkermark i Skåne, punkt,

säger Elisabeth Weber, länsarkitekt på länsstyrelsen.

Där har man kommit fram till en nollvision efter en översikt av samtliga

kommuners översiktsplaner.

Ett åttiotal frågvisa jordbrukare kom när Lantbrukarnas riksförbund, LRF,

höll diskussionsmöte i Hemvärnsgården i Kyrkheddinge.

–  Det är många planer på gång och åkermark är en komplex fråga, säger

Cecilia Hansson, översiktsplanchef vid Lunds kommun.

Enligt översiktsplanen ska bra åkermark undantas så långt möjligt. Istället

förespråkas förtätning och nybygge där det redan byggts, på så vis utnyttjas

kollektivtrafiken också bäst. Men när Lund expanderar sker det ändå på

jordbruksmark.

–  Vi har sådan fantastisk jord här. När man väl har asfalterat går det inte

att riva upp och odla på den marken igen, säger Kerstin Svensson,

lantbrukare i Sjöstorp utanför Dalby.

Hennes tidsmässiga och geografiska perspektiv är långt större än det som

omfattas av en kommunal översiktsplan.

–  Vi förvaltar bara vår jord. Jag tror att vi alla behöver vakna upp. Det är

för lätt att bara bygga nytt.

Länsstyrelsen är inne på samma linje och flaggar för hårdare krav på

motiveringar och alternativ från kommunerna.

–  Max IV kanske är ett väsentligt samhällsintresse men sådant får avgöras

från fall till fall, säger Elisabeth Weber.

När det kom till konkreta frågor om bostäder på Råbylund och Brunnshög

kunde hon inte säga något. Nollvisionen har just varit ute på remiss och

beslut kommer den 26 oktober. Men ingen detaljplan blir godkänd utan

länsstyrelsen och myndigheten har redan visat missnöje med Lunds

kommuns framtidsplan för Södra Sandby som Sydsvenskan skrev om den

19 maj.

Anders Larsson, landskapsarkitekt och prefekt vid SLU i Alnarp, jämför

med andra länder i Europa där det är vanligare med statlig eller regional

styrning.

–  Kommunerna tar dålig hänsyn till samhällsekonomin i stort, säger han.

Läs mer: ”För få bostäder hot mot skånsk tillväxt” på A8.
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A VISION ZERO WILL SAVE FIELDS FROM NEW SETTLEMENTS.  

Sydsvenskan 26th of June 2012
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Viktig åkermark byggs bort i Skåne
Text: John Palm
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Skåne.

Bara i Halland försvinner mer åkermark än i Skåne. Nu varnar jordbruksverket för ett kortsiktigt tänkande
som kan drabba livsmedelsproduktionen.

Det är jordbruksverket som har gjort undersökningen som visar att mer jordbruksmark än vanligt bebyggs.

- Perioden vi undersökt, 2006-2010 , kan vi se att exploateringen av åkermark gått i något snabbare takt än
tidigare. Vi säger inte att alla exploateringar är av ondo, men vi tycker oss se att marknaden inte har ett
långsiktigt samhällstänk när det byggs köpcentra eller lagerlokal på åkermarker, säger Martin Sjödal, chef
för klimatenheten på Jordbruksverket.
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IMPORTANT ARABLE LAND IS LOST TO EXPLOITATION IN SKÅNE 

Kristianstadbladet 4th of January 2013

Bara. Bad- och bostadsprojektet söder om Bara är en
spännande vision. Men byggande på åkermark ska
undvikas nästan till varje pris. Det sa Skånes nya
landshövding Margareta Pålsson när hon igår
besökte Svedala kommun.

Margareta Pålsson besöker under våren Skånes 33 kommuner. Till Svedala

välkomnades hon i blåst och piskande regn. Det böljande och omtvistade

backlandskapet söder om Bara verkade mest platt och grått när hon tog en

kort titt.

Här vill Svedalas politiker tillåta bygge av en stor badanläggning, hotell och

hundratals bostäder. Men länsstyrelsen har hotat med att sätta stopp

eftersom projektet kan förstöra landskapsbilden. Efter omarbetningar av

planerna väntar kommunen nu på besked om länsstyrelsen är nöjd eller

inte.

Yttrandet väntas inom tre veckor. Men några förhandstips om innehållet

gavs inte.

– Alla blir ju imponerade av en sådan här vision, sade Margareta Pålsson,

som menar att byte av landshövding inte ska påverka inställningen i frågan.

– Jag har att följa lagar och förordningar precis som Göran Tunhammar

hade. Jag ser ingen skillnad i inriktning på arbetet.

Om länsstyrelsens kontroversiella nollvision att det inte ska byggas på

åkermark var Margareta Pålsson tydligare:

–  Jag tycker den är jättebra. Världens befolkning ökar och många tar sig

från fattigdom till medelklass. Då äter man mer och andra saker. Det

påverkar livsmedelsförsörjningen. Vi kommer att behöva mer mark att odla

på.

–  Jag kan förstå om kommunpolitiker inte tycker att den viktigaste delen av

deras uppdrag är att tänka på världens livsmedelsförsörjning. Men staten

måste göra det.

Margareta Pålsson kan tänka sig undantag. Men bara om det handlar om

viktiga samhällsintressen.

–  Nollvisionen är inget idiotstopp. Men kommunerna måste övertyga oss.

Svedalas kommunalråd Linda Allansson Wester (M) berättade att det finns

flera exempel på att kommunen bygger utan att använda åkermark –

exempelvis i Svedala tätort och centrala Bara – men att undantag också kan

behöva göras.

–  Jag upplever inget problem i samarbetet även om vi har olika intressen.
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WE NEED MORE ARABLE LAND 

Sydsvenskan 3rd of February 2013

Aktuella frågor. Stora arealer av Europas bördigaste
åkermark bebyggs i skånska kommuner. Ett sätt att
stärka skyddet är att skapa möjlighet att klassa
åkermark som riksintresse för jordbruk, skriver
Lars-Göran Pettersson, förbundsordförande för
Lantbrukarnas riksförbund, Åsa Odell, ordförande i
LRF Skåne och Fredrik Bonde, chefsjurist vid LRF.

Åkermark är en begränsad naturresurs i vårt land. På 60 år har 900 000

hektar åker försvunnit för all framtid, åkermark som motsvarar nästan hela

Skånes yta.

Mycket har blivit skogs- eller betesmark. Men marken har också

exploaterats för bebyggelse och infrastruktur. I dag är bara 7 procent av

Sveriges landareal åker.

Det finns inte längre någon överproduktion i jordbruket. I ett globalt

perspektiv råder det brist på livsmedel. När jordens befolkning ökar blir det

extra viktigt att hushålla med marken för att trygga matförsörjningen.

Åkermarken spelar också en viktig roll för att motverka växthuseffekten.

Den kan tillgodose efterfrågan på förnybara energikällor som bioenergi.

Marken är också viktig för sysselsättningen. I Skåne finns 11 procent av

arbetstillfällena inom jord- och skogsbruket.

Trots att åkermarken är en begränsad resurs som behövs för areell

produktion går ofta andra intressen före. Särskilt utmärker sig

kommunerna i västra och södra Skåne.

Sedan 1962 har cirka 13 000 hektar åkermark av klass 8–10, jord som hör

till Europas bördigaste, exploaterats för bebyggelse. Det motsvarar

närmare 10 procent av Skånes bästa jordar. Av de skånska

översiktsplanerna framgår att det inom de kommande 20–30 åren finns

planer på att bebygga ytterligare omkring 9 000 hektar åkermark.

Lunds kommun intar en särställning. I kommunens förslag till

översiktsplan 2010 planeras omkring 1 500 hektar högklassig åkermark

användas för bebyggelse. Kommunens syn på användningen av bördig

åkermark märks även i förstudien för lokalisering av

forskningsanläggningen ESS, European Spallation Source. Kommunen

föreslår att anläggningen samt nya bostäder och annan kringbebyggelse

placeras på 170 hektar åkermark av klass 10.

Det saknas insikt om åkermarken som grundläggande resurs för

produktion av livsmedel och energi i många kommuner. Vi tycker att
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1.2 POINT OF DEPARTURE

The wish from the County administration Board of Skåne to ban exploitation on 

arable land. 

A decision like this means that the city cannot grow like it has always grown. 

A decision like that means that something is wrong in the relationship with the 

rural and the urban, that they are two opposites that is conflicting 

and are not linked together.

What is the background for a discision like this, 1.3-1.5 presents the underlying 

issue on a global, national 
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1.3 WHY - GLOBAL?

If we look at the global situation regarding food and cities we can see that we 

are facing a challange. 

By 2050 the population on 

the planet will reach 9.1 

billion people. This growing 

population..

..will migrate from rural to 

urban areas and by 2050 - 

70% of the population will 

live in cities.

In order to feed this larger, 

urbanized population food 

production must increase 

by 70 %.
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Today nearly 40% of the 

globe is covered with 

agriculture... 

..and 70 % of the fresh 

water on the planet is used 

for agriculture. 

The expansion for more 

farmland will mainly take 

place in sub-Saharan 

Africa and Latin America. 

A considerable part of this 

land will come from.. 

.. rain forrest clerance. In 

other developing regions, 

almost all suitable land is 

already in use.
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Pattern of food 

consumption throughout 

the world is getting more 

similar and by 2050 the 

meat consumption will have 

doubled..

.. this is a problem because 

meat is an environmental 

costly food to produce. It 

takes 11 times more grain 

to feed a person if it passes 

through a cow first. 

The urbanized population 

will to further extent live 

in a global summertime 

where they can enjoy the 

possibility to buy fresh 

salmon 24/7 all year 

around. 

1.3 WHY GLOBAL?
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To make this possible the 

city relies on ‘food clusters’, 

companies that controls the 

food from gene to shelf. 

The source of food 

is becoming more 

concentrated and never in 

history have so many been 

fed by so few.

In the name of efficiency the 

variety of foods worldwide 

are reduced. Over 90% of 

the milk in America comes 

from one breed of cows. 

variety, 90% of the eggs 

comes from one breed of 

hen.

To make it possible to 

feed the growing city 

food production relies on 

transport, efficiency and 

just-in time eliveries.
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1.4 WHY - SWEDEN?

If we look at the Swedish perspective we see that we lack of knowledge. For 

more than 50 years, Sweden has had a constant increase in food access, but 

we dont ask where food is from. 

SWEDEN. 45% of all the 

food consumed in the 

country comes from import, 

in 1995 the figure was 25%.

       x 10

The loss of 1 ha arable land 

in Sweden is compensated 

with 10 ha of land elsewhere. 

The Swedish climate 

implies good acces to 

water and less extremes of 

drought compared globally. 
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Sweden is a food 

aware country, in 

2011 365 cookbooks 

were released 

and on TV 25 

cook-shows were 

screened every 

week. .

An avarage swede 

has a footprint of 0.4 

hectars..

..available on the 

planet is 0.3 hectars 

per person. 

.. in the same year 

1 million tonnes of 

food were thrown 

away. 

The sales of organic 

and ecological 

products keeps 

increasing.. 

.. but between 2006 

and 2010, 3000 

hectars of farmland 

was exploited in 

Sweden.
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1.5 WHY - SKÅNE?

If we zoom in further and look upon Skåne it is clear that arable land has no 

value. Skåne is one of the most expansive regions in Sweden and has a rapid 

population growth.

LAND USE. Yellow is arable land and 

green is forrest. The darker yellow is the 

most valued arable land. 

POPULATION GROWTH. CITIES + ARABLE LAND.
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ARABLE LAND. Graph showing the exploitation 

of cultivated- and pasture land per county in 

Sweden between 2006 and 2010. The most 

arable land is lost in Skåne.

GRADING SYSTEM. Sweden 

has a grading system for arable 

land, where 1 has the lowest 

production value and 10 has the 

highest. 

1..2..3..5..6..7..8..9..10

DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO GRADING. 

Graph showing the distribution of arable land 

in Sweden/Skåne according to the grading 

system. The best soils in Sweden are found in 

Skåne. 

Cultivated land:

Sweden

Skåne
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Pasture land
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CITYDISTRICT SUBURB BORDERLAND

SHOPPING - PUBLIC SERVICE - MEETING PLACE - SHOPPING - WORKPLACES - FOOD 

1.6 URBAN TO RURAL
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RURAL      RURAL      RURAL TOWNBORDERLAND

RAW MATERIALS - RECREATION - WORKPLACES - HOME - SHOPPING - PUBLIC SERVICE
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VILLAGECITY

1.7 SYSTEMS
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SETTLEMENTS AGRICULTURELINEAR VILLAGE



28 | A N N A W E B E R | F O O D v s . C I T Y | B A C K G R O U N D |



29| A N N A W E B E R | F O O D v s . C I T Y | B A C K G R O U N D |

1.8 BORDER LAND

BIG BOX AREA AS A BORDER 

RECREATION (GOLF) AS A BORDERINFRASTRUCTURE AS A BORDER

BORDERLAND WHERE URBAN MEETS RURAL
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REFERENCE PROJECTS
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2.1 ARTURO SORIA
LINEAR CITY
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2.2 EBENEZER HOWARD
GARDEN CITY
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2.3 FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT
BROAD ACRE CITY
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2.4 CAROLYN STEEL
SITOPIA
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SITE

Many cities are located in the most arable areas, which is not a coincidence. 

Arable land produces food, and citizens need food.  

 

The conflict between the city’s expansion and the cultivated land lies within the 

city’s relationship to food. 
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3.1 SITE STRATEGY

CITY GROWTH TODAY:

Physical distance from urban to rural grows. Thinking inside the municipality box Growing a distance

Higher exposure between the urban and rural Thinking outside the municipality box Growing the distance

PROPOSED CITY GROWTH:
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3.2 A SITE

With the strategies in mind, the area for further focus is marked with a square 

in the map below. The area is chosen considering the two major cities in the 

region and is where the conflict between urban and rural is greatest. 
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3.2 A SITE

Based on the conditions in the zoomed in area a site is chosen for further 

studies. The selection is based on following:  

 

BUILT STRUCTURE						    

The area between Malmö and Lund has been heavilty exploited. And the cities 

allmost came to grew together. The footprint of the built structure is all on arable 

land of high value.  

HEIGHT DIFFERENCIES 						    

Height differencies in the area. 

CULTIVATED LAND						    

The map shows the cities and infrastructure as holes in the agricultural 

patchwork. It is also visible how Malmö and Lund almost grew together. 

INFRASTRUCTURE						    

The infrastructure highlights the footprint of the cities, and what impact is has 

on the land.  

MUNICIPALITIES							    

Significant for the region of Skåne is the number of municipalities, as the map 

shows the about 10 km long stretch cover almost 4 municipalities.
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BUILT STRUCTURE
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HEIGHT DIFFERENCIES 
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CULTIVATED LAND
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INFRASTRUCTURE
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MUNICIPALITIES
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3.3 URBAN VS. RURAL

LUND MUNICIPALITY 

The city of Lund must exploit arable land in ability to grow. Motor way E22 were 

built in 1954 and at the time it was the first motorway in Sweden. The expansion 

of the railroad (Västkustbanan) took place mainly in land of the highest value. 

The best soils are found around the city of Lund, wich creates a conflict 

between the interest of agriculture and the expansion of the city. 

 

BURLÖV MUNICIPALITY 

Burlöv is the smallest municipality according to size in Sweden and all of the 

area is covered with the most valuable arable land, among the best souls in 

Sweden. The minicipality has been heavily exploited. The towns Arlöv, Burlöv 

and Åkarp has been growing a lot during the time period between 1960-2000. 

The municipality is a pronounced city area, even though it is surrounded with 

arable land. The conflict between 

 

MALMÖ MUNICIPALITY  

Malmö Municipality is relatively small based on the population. Half of the 

municipality consists of city. All the expansion of the city and its infrastructure 

takes place in the highest valued arable land. Within a closer future the 

expansion of the city can take place within the outer ring road (E6). The outer 

ring road has involved extensive exploitation. 1

1	 ISSE 1402 -3393, 2001:45 - “Skånes värdefulla jordbruksmark -tätortsexpansion och 

utbyggnad av infrastruktur på högt klassad åkermark från -från 1960 till nutid”.
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Valuable arable land graded 8-10.

City border -1962

City border 1962-80

City border 1980-94

City border 1994-00

Road built after 1962

Road built after 1962

MALMÖ

BURLÖV

LUND
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3.4 THE SITE

1500 m 1500 m
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1500 m
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3.4 THE SITE

ARLÖV. The city of Lund must exploit arable land in ability to grow. Motor way 

E22 were built in 1954 and at the time it was the first motorway in Sweden. 

The expansion of the railroad (Västkustbanan) took place mainly in land of the 

highest value. 

The best soils are found around the city of Lund, wich creates a conflict 

between the interest of agriculture and the expansion of the city. 

ÅKARP.

The city of Lund must exploit arable land in ability 

to grow. Motor way E22 were built in 1954 and at 

the time it was the first motorway in Sweden. The 

expansion 54 and at the time it was the first motorway 

in Sweden. The expansion 
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HJÄRUP. The city of Lund must exploit arable land in ability to grow. Motor way 

E22 were built in 1954 and at the time it was the first motorway in Sweden. 

The expansion of the railroad (Västkustbanan) took place mainly in land of the 

highest value. 

The best soils are found around the city of Lund, wich creates a conflict 

between the interest of agriculture and the expansion of the city. 
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3.3 LAND TRANSFORMATION

6 maps showing the transformation of Åkarp and its surrounding from 1910 - 

2010. The landscape patchwork grows and new infrastructure is added. 1 

1	 Lantmäteriets GEO-data, http://www.lantmateriet.se/templates/LMV_Page.aspx?id=26483

1910 1940
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1973

1980 2010

1960
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3.4 LAND USE
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FOODPRODUCING / ACCESSABLE

NON-PRODUCING / PRIVATE NON-PRODUCING / UN-ACCESSABLENON-PRODUCING / ACCESSABLE

FOODPRODUCING / UN-ACCESSABLE
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ANALYSIS

The physical relation between the urban and the rural - correlated with the 

system of food supply. 
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FOOD-CITY (STRATEGY)

The physical relation between the urban and the rural - correlated with the 

system of food supply. 
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REDUCE SCALE 

of both the urban and the rural – 

now they scale of both are growing 

independently, and large scale 

fields cannot merge with a large 

and dense city.

GET CLOSER

with a reduced scale, the distance 

between the food and the city can 

shrink, which would benefit them 

to exist in equal terms.

MAKE VISIBLE

When food is closer to the 

consumer the relationship between 

the two will grow. The consumer 

represents the city and the food 

represents the food production.

INCREASE KNOWLEDGE

A visible food production increases 

food knowledge, and people who 

knows about food – care about 

food.

INVOLVE

In order to create a lasting 

relationship between the food and 

the city the food has to be involved 

in the city, to encourage people to 

be a part of food production.

VALUE LAND

In order to merge the food and 

the city, arable land must be given 

more value in planning for a city. 

And food production should favor 

in land use.

5.1 INTERGRATE FOOD WITH THE CITY

Strategy is to intergrate food with the city, to merge the urban with the rural.
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TODAY’S RELATIONSHIP: LINEAR 

BIGGEST PROBLEM: SCALE & DENSITY 

MAIN FOCUS: ADJACENCY
TOMORROW’S RELATIONSHIP: MERGED

CENTER

CENTER

RURAL

RURAL

SUBURB

SUBURB

SUB-URB

SUB-URB

5.2 MERGE URBAN AND RURAL

With the strategies in mind, the area for further focus is marked with a square 

in the map below. The area is chosen considering the two major cities in the 

region and is where the conflict between urban and rural is greatest. 
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The proposed zero exploitation on arable land would further 

segregate the food from the city, the urban from the rural 

and the food production from the cunsumer. 

.. strategy is to merge food and city - to blur the urban and 

rural and create possibilities for them to merge to co-exist 

instead of conflict.

5.2 MERGE URBAN AND RURAL
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Merge the scale and density of 

the urban and the rural in the 

large scale. 

 

Value arable land by merging city 

and food typologies in a building 

scale.

Merge program by including 

food production and the source 

of food in the city.

DISTRIBUTION CO-EXIST PROGRAM

LARGE SMALLMEDIUM
[ L ] [ M ] [ S ]

FOOD-CITY (IMPLEMENTATION)
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6.1 SCALE & DENSITY [ L ]
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    ]4

Scale and density distribution [1:30 000]

Zoom in area Main division Sub-division Sparse - density

N

6.1 SCALE & DENSITY [ L ]
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6.2 CO-EXIST PATCHWORK [ L ]
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Higher exposure between urban and 
rural scale and density

Plot division ReprogrammingRurbanize - blurring the urban - 
rural border
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FOOD SOURCE
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BASIC UNIT

EXPANDABLE

LIVING

FOOD 

PROCESSINGFOOD 

SOURCE

EXISTING TYPOLOGIES

6.3 CO-EXIST [ M ]
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FERTILIZER

FEED

HEAT

CLEAN AIR

6.4 CO-BENEFIT [ M ]
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HEATWORK

HEAT
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7. MODELS

Co-existance in building scale.

Existing relationship between urban and rural, high and low scale and 
density 

Concept model showing the relationship between urban and rural - 
linear vs. merged.

New relationship a merged scale and density .
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Big box area as border

Recreation area as border

Usual on steroids

Borderland
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Co-operating community

Recreation area as border

Biological technology

Borderland
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