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ABSTRACT

With a strategic geographical position, the city of Kristinehamn was of national 
importance due to export of iron and timber. In accordance with this aspect, the 
city was also a meeting place during its seasonal and weekly markets on the southern 
and northern squares. Today, these markets aren�t as utilized and well visited by the 
local producers and citizens. �e municipality of Kristinehamn has stated a vision of 
developing and activating the city center of Kristinehamn, with the revitalization of the 
market culture as an example. 

�e purpose of the master thesis was to design a market hall and residential building, 
as well as a residential block on the site, that can accommodate the needs of the local 
producers and citizens of Kristinehamn. �e market hall should act as a social meeting 
point in the city center that encouraged the revitalization of the market culture. �e aim 
of the residential �oors and block was as economic motivator, as well as closing the gap 
in the urban fabric of the site. 

�e master thesis explored the architectural theory of Urban Artifacts and translated the 
four themes of Locus, memory, individuality and design, into design strategies that were 
implemented into the process. Four reference projects were analyzed and discussed in 
relation to theory, program and design.

�e �nal design was a market hall and residential building based on the theoretical 
framework. �e building has four levels with the two levels accommodating the market 
hall and two residential levels with eight apartments each. �e project was presented 
through space program, architectural drawings, perspectives and physical models.

In conclusion, whether the theoretical framework of Urban Artifacts was the major 
incentive to the �nal design, the master thesis successfully explored the theory in relation 
to the design of the market hall and residential building on the site in Kristinehamn.

Keywords: Market culture, Market hall, Residential, Urban Artifacts. 

�When an architect designs something new for an urban fabirc 
that has been built up according to the con�icting needs and ideals 
of several generations, he is required to retain control over two 
particular dimensions that di�er awkwardly from one another. 
Each new building in the cultural landscape always shows equally 
clearly the designer�s own sense of history as well as how skilful he 
is in the application of the techniques and materials of his own 
time.�

- Riitta Nikula. pp. 12.1

1 Nikula, R. (2011). �e art of making places. In Davey, P. Architecture in context: 
Helin workshop. Birkhäuser GmbH. 
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1.1 PURPOSE & AIM

Historically, the squares in the city of Kristinehamn have been used as a marketplace 
for the local producers to sell their produce. Although, throughout time the interest in 
utilizing this urban space for markets has decreased and the once thriving market culture 
in the city has diminished. Currently, there is no market hall in the city that can provide 
a sheltered and year-round space for the local producers and citizens. 

�erefore, the purpose of the master thesis was to design a market hall and residential 
residential building, as well as a residential block on the site, that can accommodate 
the needs of the local producers and citizens of Kristinehamn. �e market hall should 
act as a social meeting point that encourages the revitalization of the market culture in 
Kristinehamn. �e residential �oors and block act as an economic motivator for the 
project as well as closing the gap in the urban fabric on the site. 

�e aim of the master thesis is to research the architectural design of a market hall 
and residential building in relation to Aldo Rossi�s theory of Urban Artifacts and to 
develop design strategies based on his four themes on Urban Artifacts: Locus, memory, 
individuality and design.

1.2 THESIS QUESTION

How can the architectural theory of Urban Artifacts be translated and used as design 
strategies when designing a market hall and residential building on the site in 
Kristinehamn?

1 INTRODUCTION
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1.3 BACKGROUND

In the book �Squares: Urban spaces in Europe� by Sophie Wolfrum (2014), the city 
square is described as a meeting point for the public and private. A space where the 
change in social and urban development becomes evident. She also states that the city 
square, even if often described as the center, both in a concrete and abstract sense, has 
become more and more outdated and not as essential in a contemporary and urban 
society.  It is not an important social and economical space in the cities anymore.

�e history of markets and market halls are discussed in the book ��e Routledge 
Companion to the History of Retailing� by Guàrdia, Oyón and Garriga (2018). Markets 
are described as having been important nodes in ancient and medieval cities and have had 
huge economic impact on societies. �ey were also a catalyst for spatial con�gurations 
in Europe, in which markets on the city square became central in the urban landscape. 
Although, at one point some of the markets outgrew the squares and were moved into 
a more controlled environment, market halls. �is contributed to markets being seen as 
something more sophisticated and hygienic in contrast to the outdoor markets, which 
were also considered to be a place for chaos and political uprisings. �is move of markets 
did not occur in every European city, and many are still keeping to the tradition of the 
outdoor markets. �e Scandinavian countries, for example, were late with this move and 
the construction of market halls.

In the document �Vision för Kristinehamns kommuns stadskärna� published by the 
municipality (2022), they describe the history of Kristinehamn.�e city was once called 
�Bro� and was of national importance due to its export of iron and timber. Because of 
its harbor by lake Vänern and position along the national highway between Norway 
and Sweden, the city attracted many people and it became a center for markets and 
trade. Over the years the space for markets and trade moved from the central position 
of the northern and southern sqaures and moved towards the periphery of the city. �ey 
municipality describe how the social interactions once taking place on the squares are 
now taking place on parking lots outside of the grocery stores. 

In the book �Kristinehamn � Människor och miljöer� edited by Barbro Larsson (1991) 
the history of the two squares is discussed in two newspaper articles. �e article �Här 
�ck folket vika för bilarna� published in 1976 the northern square is described as having 
been a space for farmers to sell and buy grain or cattle. Later the northern square became 
a �sh market to which �shermen went by boat to sell their �sh. �e history of the 
southern square is described in the article �Till nytta och nöje� published in 1976. �e 
square was a social space for the public as well as a place for collecting drinking water. 
As mentioned, the southern square was also the main place for the yearly and weekly 
markets.

Within the municipality of Kristinehamn are a lot of surrounding villages and Fig. 3. Torsten Edqvist Karabymon selling produce at a market. (Holmstrand, n.d.). 
[Photograph]. Reprinted with permission. 

Fig. 2. Spring market on the southern square in Kristinehamn. (Lundberg, 1987). 
[Photograph]. Reprinted with persmission. 
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communities, e.g. Ölme, Björneborg, Bäckhammar, Nybble, etc. In these communities 
are a large amount of local producers. �ese producers are e.g. butcheries, garden and 
�ower shops, cheese and dairy producers, etc. Many of these producers does not have a 
allocated indoor space in the city center to sell their produce and in order to buy from 
them you have to travel out to the farms or site of production. 

According to the municipality�s website (Kristinehamns kommun, 2024), the yearly 
and weekly markets are still taking place on the squares and there are allocated spaces 
on the southern square for weekly markets on Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. In 
addition, there are three yearly markets, one on the second Wednesday in April, one on 
the last weekend in May and lastly on the second Wednesday in October. Although, 
in the document �Vision för Kristinehamns kommuns stadskärna� the municipality of 
Kristinehamn acknowledges the current lack of activity in the city center and the low 
interest in utilizing and visiting these markets. �e yearly markets have a low attendance 
of both producers and consumers, and the weekly markets are almost nonexistent on 
the southern square. �e municipality states that they have a vision of activating the city 
center, with the revitalization of the market culture as an example.
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Nybble

Ölme

8

3

4

12

5

6

1

11

2

9

7

10

E18

26

26

E18

13

(1) Hveems handelsträdgård.

(2) Ölme diversehandel. 

(3) Mor Carins gårdsbutik. 

(4) Nicklasdams handelsträdgård. 

(5) Spjutbäckens gårdsbutik.

(6) Karaby gård. 

(7) Västanås gård. 

(8) Sörgårdens gårdsbutik.

(9) Ljusåsens gård.

(10) Ekogården i Brattsand. 

(11) Klockaregårdens handelsträdgård. 

(12) Långeruds hjortgård. 

(13) Hygns vilt. 

Mapping of local producers in the municipality of Kristinehamn
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1.4 METHOD OLO GY

Site visit and inventory

�is method was to document, understand and gather relevant data from the site. �is 
method was essential in relation to the theoretical framework of Urban Artifacts and the 
theme of Locus in order to understand the urban structure and identifying architectural 
elements in the context.

Literary research

�e literary research consisted of searching for and collecting information in terms of 
books, articles, reference projects, etc., in order to establish the theoretical framework as 
well as researching the history and memory of Kristinehamn and the site.

Iteration

�e iteration method and phase were for experimentation with trials and errors. �is 
method was explored through physical models, sketches, digital models, etc. �is was 
when the design was developed and investigated through the theoretical framework in 
terms of individuality. At the end of the iteration phase the general idea of the project 
was �nished but not re�ned. �e iteration method and phase were revisited both before 
the mid-term and �nals. 

Production

�e production phase was when the �nal design was produced and �nalized. �is phase 
includes both design drawings, technical drawings, visualization and physical models. 
�e production phase was present to some extent before the midterm, but mostly 
prominent before the �nals. 

Re-evaluation

�e re-evaluation phase was the phase after the midterms and �nals when an evaluation 
is conducted from the feedback from the from examiners and students.

Literary research

Iteration

Site visit and inventory

Production

Re-evalutaion
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1.5 THEORY

1.5.1 Written theory

Urban Artifacts

In his book ��e Architecture of the city� (1982), Aldo Rossi introduces the architectural 
theory of Urban artifacts. He begins to argue that the city is a constant and complex 
man-made object, that has been developed over time and are currently being developed 
by architects and engineers. He de�nes the term �Urban artifacts� as objects within this 
structure, e.g. buildings, streets, monuments, etc. �ey are a result of the city�s history 
and development. In order to break down the theory, Rossi de�nes four themes that 
characterize urban artifacts. �ese are: Locus, memory, individuality & design. 

�e �rst theme is Locus and Rossi describe it as the relationship between context and 
design. �e analysis of Locus is essential in the design process and in understanding 
urban artifacts. Locus is tied to the uniqueness of a place and further the design. In 
the master thesis the theme of Locus was translated into a design strategy as a way of 
understanding the urban structure by identifying architectural elements in the context 
on and around the site, which was implemented into the design. 

�e second theme of urban artifacts is the memory and is described by Rossi as the 
deepest structure of urban artifacts. It is the history and the lingering consciousness of a 
place. He argues that it is fundamental to the city as it molds its character and a major 
catalyst of urban transformation. �e theme of memory was translated into a design 
strategy as the choice of program and function of the project that corresponds with the 
memory of the site. 

In terms of individuality, Rossi writes in his book that urban artifacts are similar to art 
pieces in a gallery. �is unique and circumstantial nature of the art and artist brings an 
individuality to the urban artifacts. Being at a certain place at a certain time. In a sense, 
the architect is also a representation of the circumstantial nature of the present. As the 
architect design as project, we consciously or unconsciously implement elements to the 
design that represents our individuality. As a design strategy, the theme was translated 
into the implementation of the architect�s own individuality. 

�e last theme of design is not clearly de�ned by Rossi in his book but can be interpreted 
as how the themes are weaved together into an Urban Artifact. �e design was therefore 
translated as a strategy of utilizing and concretizing the design strategies into a building. 

In conclusion, Rossi�s four themes for urban artifacts are correlated and depended on 
each other, as well as equal in the design process.

1.5.2 Design strategies based on four themes

Locus

Memory

Individuality

Design

Identifying architectural 
elements in the context. 

Selecting a program and 
function that corresponds 
with the memory.

Implementing the 
architect�s own 
individuality. 

Utilizing and 
concretizing the previous 
design strategies.

=

=

=

=

Aldo Rossi�s 
four themes

Description Design strategy

�e relationship between 
context and design. 

�e lingering 
conciousness of a place. 

�e uniqueness and 
circumstantial nature of 
urban artifacts. 

�e weaving together of 
the three previous themes. 

=

=

=

=
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1.5.3 �eory in relation to methodology

Identifying architectural 
elements in the context. 

Selecting a program 
and function that 
corresponds with the 
memory.

Implementing the 
architect�s own 
individuality. 

Utilizing and 
concretizing the 
previous design 
strategies. 

Locus Memory Individuality Design

Literary research IterationSite visit and inventory Production

Re-evalutaion
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1.5.4 Reference projects

Kville saluhall
Appell Arkitektkontor (Gothenburg, Sweden)

Kville saluhall has approximately a total of 1500 m2 and is located in Kvillebäcken, 
Gothenburg. �e function of the building is a market hall including restaurants and 
shops. Kville saluhall was a relevant reference in terms of program, spaces, �ows, etc. �e 
building was designed and built as a competition by ˜lvstranden utveckling AB. �e 
purpose of the competition was to encourage markets for and by local producers and to 
create a new landmark for the area (Sveriges Arkitekter, 2014). 

Kville saluhall was a relevant reference in terms of program, spaces, �ows, etc. Kville 
saluhall was also relevant as a reference due to the purpose of it which is similar to the 
desired aim of the thesis. By having studied the market hall in Kvillebäcken, similar 
strategies can be implemented into the market hall in Kristinehamn. 

Prinsen apartments block
Johan Celsing (Motala, Sweden)

�e apartment block �Prinsen� in Motala was drawn by Johan Celsing and is both a 
residential and commercial building block. �e block was built in 1994 and was initially 
a competition for the preservation of an old market hall and cafØ. �e project consists 
of 55 apartments, commercial facilities, and a parking garage. �e block surrounds a 
courtyard into which the apartments open up with their entrances and balconies. To 
reach the courtyard from the street you walk through passages which also divides the 
buildings into smaller entities which together creates the overall block (Johan Celsing 
Arkitekt AB, n.d.). 

�is project was essentially in�uential for the master thesis due to its urban location 
and sense of awareness of its context. Celsing uses the existing typology of a small town 
and translates it into his own design. �e design mirrors the neighboring block on the 
other side of Kungsgatan as if it�s acknowledging its presence while still retaining its 
anonymity. �e project �Prinsen� was also a good reference due to its way of handling a 
whole block with a variety of functions. 

Fig. 4. Kville market hall. (Randstedt, 2013). CC BY-SA 3.0. 



24 25

Complesso Resideziale Monte Amiata
Aldo Rossi & Carlo Aymonino (Milan, Italy)

�e residential project of Monte Amiata by Aldo Rossi and Carlo Aymonino is discussed 
in the book �Architecture of Italy� by Jean Castex (2008). �e project is located in 
Milan, Italy. It is commonly known as the �red dinosaur� because of the façade�s red hue. 
�e housing block consists of a total of �ve buildings and almost resembles a small city 
in itself. �e varied forms of the buildings with terrasses, passages and bridges bring a 
complexity and interesting composition of housing. �e project was initially criticized 
as it was too �monumental� and Rossi stated that the project was a play of urban identity 
with a mix of historical typologies. 

�e residential project of Monte Amita was used as reference due to the previously 
stated fact of it daring to be its own entity in the city, a sort of a monument to its time. 
�ere I also the aspect of complexity of mixing di�erent social functions and materials. 

Malmö Saluhall
Wingårdhs (Malmö, Sweden)

Malmö saluhall is an indoor market hall with approximately a total of 1500 m2. �e 
project is both transformative and new built. �e project consists of an old brick 
building with an extension of corrugated steel. �is creates an interesting meeting of 
materials and provides an industrial character which goes hand in hand with the history 
and context of the site. �ere is also a notion of space making in the outdoor area 
with outdoor seating wedged in between the market hall and the neighboring building 
(Archdaily, 2017). 

�is project was a relevant reference due to its size and function. It looks at the locus and 
collective memory of the site and works with the materiality to relate to this context. 
How the project handles the outdoor area was also relevant to the master thesis, since 
the site for the market hall in Kristinehamn is in need of planning and landscaping to 
create attractive environments. 

Fig. 5. Malmö market hall. (Nilsson, 2025). [Photograpgh]. Reprinted with 
permission. 
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1.6 DELIMITATIONS

Cover Not cover

Other architectural theories.

Further investigations of 
the additional residential 
buildings.

�e economical situation.

�e political situation.

Current local plan of the site.

�e master thesis will focus on the exploration of design of a market hall and residential 
building in relation to the theory of Urban Artifacts and the implementation of the 
developed design strategies. Other architectural theories might therefore be disregarded, 
even if relevant to the chosen program.

�e master thesis�s main project, in terms of design, will be the building of the market 
hall with its two residential �oors. �e additional two residential buildings will only be 
presented in the form of general residential �oor plan as well as their position on the site. 
Further investigation of e.g. facades and additional �oor plans will not be conducted. 

�e economic and political situation of the municipality will not be considered in the 
thesis, as well as the current local plan of the site. �erefore, the municipality�s vision for 
the development of the city center and the revitalization of the market culture will be 
the main indicator in terms of local interest. 

�e master theis will:

Background on markets in 
Kristinehamn.

Background on the 
development of market places 
into market halls.

�eory of Urban Artifacts.

Reference projects.

Site analysis.

�e architectural project of 
a market hall and residential 
building. 

Conclusions.
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2 THE MAIN MATERIAL
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2.1 SITE ANALYSIS

�is project site is a rectangular plot on the west corner of the southern square, with 
the old artist blocks to the left and the Domus house to the right. Currently, the site is 
being used as a parking lot. �ere is also a kiosk/restaurant on the site, as well as a small 
power central. In conversation with the city architect in Kristinehamn Mats Andersson, 
the kiosk can be integrated into the new market hall or disregarded for the sake of the 
project. 

�e parking lot can be described as a �gap� in the urban fabric which disrupts the framing 
of the square. �e parking lot is rarely occupied with cars and there is a complementary 
parking lot just beside the site. To the right of the site is the Domus house which is a 
large complex that makes up a block in the city center. It currently contains commercial 
spaces and o�ces. From the Domus house towards the site is a long �re wall which, 
even with its central location, makes the site feel like the back side. In the front of 
the Domus house towards the southern square is an arcade stretching the whole block 
which provides a line of sight towards the old artist blocks. 

In terms of materials and architectural typologies Jerkbrant and Särnbratt further discuss 
the di�erent traditions of building in the city center of Kristinehamn. Historically, 
mainly during the 1800s, many of the houses were made as a wooden construction and 
with vertical paneling. �e buildings were generally two stories with slate gable roofs. 
Another tectonic aspect which can still be seen today in the older buildings is pilasters 
on the facades. �e facades were normally painted light yellow or white due to these less 
pigmented colors being cheaper to produce. An example of this is Wahlundsgården by 
the southern square. Further in the early 1900s the panel facades were still being built, 
but this time with more variation of the horizontal and vertical elements. It was not 
until the 1920s classism when bricks and plaster took over as the main material.

Later, the functionalism became popular in Kristinehamn and the buildings was build 
more freestanding with function leading the function deciding the form. New materials 
and techniques made more re�ned facades and �atter roofs. �e colors of the facades 
were light, and windows became bigger. During the 1940s and 50s lack of housing 
and new legislation made the economy the main factor for building. Modular elements 
made of concrete and wood made the construction cheap and e�ective. �e architectural 
elements of this time period were simple and minimalistic.  In the 1960s and 70s, the 
new local plan and demolition of old buildings made the city center more modernistic. 
�is was also a time period for building public functions such as banks, o�ces and 
supermarkets. An example of this new modernistic style is the Domus house with its 
horizontal windows. 

�e site
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Current situation plan - 1:1500
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(2) �e southern square

(1) �e site & Kiosk (3) �e arcade

(4) Building at the end of the block






















































