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In 2020, a development study was published for the University of Gothenburg, highlighting the 
need for additional educational spaces in the city centre. Rosenlundsplatsen was identi�ed as a 
site with signi�cant development potential. Situated within the historical city center along the ca-
nal, the area is of national interest for cultural heritage preservation. Contemporary architecture 
within historic urban environments faces the challenge of responding to the demands of societal 
change and growth while respecting and preserving this heritage. 

One way to deal with this topic is to create architecture that engages in a dialogue with the 
existing city, and through that contributes to an architectural continuity. At the same time, the 
architecture we build must respond to our needs of today and be able to stand for a long time to 
come. This is particularly important for university buildings, since they need to balance the rapidly 
evolving activity at the forefront of scienti�c research. By creating robust architecture, we create 
environments that remain relevant even when conditions change.

The thesis aims to explore how a building can be materialized at Rosenlund, re�ecting upon the 
meaning of architectural robustness, with particular attention to the construction and archi-
tectural expression of a contemporary city university. The purpose is to explore how a university 
building can be formed as a continuation of the urban fabric of Gothenburg, with a focus to form 
a contemporary aesthetic that is in dialogue with the context. The thesis is developed through a 
research-by-design method, combining theoretical inquiry and practical exploration. The theoreti-
cal part consists of literature regarding architectural continuity, robustness and the contemporary 
university in the city. The practical part was formed from a study of contemporary architecture 
in historic contexts and site analysis. The proposal was developed through an iterative process in-
volving sketches, physical models, detailed drawings and digital modelling.

The proposal strives for architectural robustness, with a building that is in a dialogue with its con-
text, contributing to enrich the urban environment. A university building that is formed as a con-
tinuation of the urban fabric of Gothenburg.

Keywords: architectural continuity, urban fabric, robustness, university building
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Purpose and aim

Drawing on the expressed need for the expansion of the University of Gothenburg�s premises, the 
aim of the thesis is to explore how a contemporary university building constructed in wood, can 
be materialized by the Rosenlund canal in relation with the site�s physical and historical context. 
The purpose of the master thesis is to explore how a contemporary building can be formed as a 
continuation of the urban fabric of Gothenburg.

Research questions

How can a contemporary university building be designed to encourage interaction between the 
university and the public sphere and create a continuity with Gothenburg�s architectural and his-
torical identity? 
 
What architectural and structural strategies can ensure the robustness of a university building 
primarily constructed in wood?

Methodology

The thesis is developed through a research-by-design method, combining theoretical inquiry and 
practical exploration. A theoretical framework is established through the formulation of a prob-
lem statement, literature studies of theories providing the foundation for the research. Addition-
ally, built references are analyzed to draw insights in relation to the research questions. A study 
of the context, together with a site analysis, forms the basis of the design proposal. The design 
proposal is developed through an iterative process involving sketches, physical models, detailed 
drawings and digital modeling.

Introduction

Theoretical framework
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Delimitations

The thesis is not about how to make the best space for education, but how to integrate a con-
temporary university building into the urban fabric. The primary focus is on exploring the build-
ing�s overall design, with particular attention to the volume, construction, facade expression and 
plan layout in relation to the urban context and public sphere. 
 
The objective of the thesis project is to form an aesthetic that is in a dialogue with the character 
of the city, combined with a spatial exploration of a contemporary university building constructed 
of wood.

Reading instructions

The thesis is divided in �ve parts. The �rst part introduces the background and theories. The sec-
ond part discusses built referencees in relation to the research questions. The third part presents 
the site where study and project are set. The fourth part synthesizes the result of the study from 
the previous sections. The �fth part focuses on the design proposal. At the end, there is a discus-
sion regarding the outcome of the research.



10

Since its founding in 1891, the University of Gothenburg has been integrated with the city and 
its urban life and is therefore referred to as a city university. It consists of faculties regarding 
economics, artistic, societal and educational studies. In 2020, the study Utvecklingsplan Cityuni-
versitetet 2020�2040 (Inobi & Probability, 2020) highlighted the need for additional educational 
spaces in the city center. The ambition is to strengthen the university�s urban presence by gather-
ing the faculties to enable collaboration, accessibility, and cohesion. The development should o�er 
open, inspiring spaces for education and research, with inviting entrances with functions that 
support interaction between the university and the public sphere. The architecture should re�ect 
academic activity and integrate with the urban context.

Today, most of the faculties are organized into clusters. However, the Faculty of Social Scienc-
es is divided between Haga and LinnØ, a separation that reduce interaction between sta� and 
students which limits collaboration and shared spaces. In the study (Inobi & Probability, 2020), a 
proposed scenario is that the faculty moves from LinnØ to Rosenlund to enable collaboration both 
within and across the faculties. 

Rosenlundsplatsen, located within the historic city center by the canal, is mentioned as a site of 
interest. Its central location and proximity to the new Västlänken station make the area a place 
with signi�cant development potential. However, it is stated in the study that cultural heritage 
aspects must be taken into consideration, since the area along with the whole city centre inside 
the moat is listed as a valuable environment of national interest. (Inobi & Probability, 2020)(Lönn-
roth, 1999)

Contemporary architecture within the historic urban landscape faces the challenge of responding 
to the demands of societal change and growth while respecting the inherited urban landscape.
The thesis aims to adress this challange through the materialization of a contemporary university 
building at Rosenlundsplatsen, and through the investigation contribute to the discourse of con-
temporay architecture in relation to historic urban landscape in a city like Gothenburg.  

Introduction

Background
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1. Rosenlundsplatsen 
2. The Faculty of Social Siences
3. School of business, economics 
and law

4. The faculty of educational 
sciences
5. The artistic Faculty
6. Common University Premises
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8. New Västlänken stations

Siteplan 1:10 000 Existing university buildings
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Contemporary architecture in historic urban landscape
 
The development study and preservation program for Gothenburg and the city�s cultural-his-
torically valuable built environments emphasize the importance of a sensitive approach when 
constructing new buildings in historic environments (Inobi & Probability, 2020), (Lönnroth, 1999). 
To form a basis for the investigation, literature has been studied by Johan Celsing and Aldo Rossi. 
Celsing is known for his architecture that has a sensitivity to place and Rossi, is an Italian archi-
tect and theorist with a focus on the city and architectural continuity.

In the book The architecture of the city (1982) Aldo Rossi means that the architecture of the 
city not only referes to the city�s visual image but to its development over time, linking past and 
present. The city is built up by buildings, streets and monuments and like the city itself, these are 
shaped by their history and shows a re�ection of its time. They are a product of the collective 
memory of its people and can be seen as the consciousness of the city. Rossi emphasizes the role 
of�monuments�in preserving continuity of the city, since these buildings or spaces remain relevant 
long after their original use has faded, acting as �xed points in the city�s evolving narrative. Rossi 
believed that architects should�respect and build upon this continuity, and that new architecture 
should engage into a dialogue with the existing city (Rossi, 1982).

Building on similar themes, Johan Celsing advocates for an approach that respects and builds 
upon the existing urban fabric. He goes deeper into the meaning of robustness as a basis for 
sustainable urban development. He argues that robustness is about architecture�s durable and 
multifaceted nature, integrating both tangible and intangible elements, such as the site, social 
context, history, and current role into a design that endures and resonates with its environment. 
When one or more of these elements change, the building will continue to be relevant, but now 
superimposed with its own historical overlay (Celsing, 2021).

Introduction

Theory
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We see how the ideas presented from Rossi and Celsing is relevant when building new architecture 
in historic environments. To implement the aspects highlighted by the authors, it is important 
to understand the site and its conditions, its character along with historical and current role to 
achieve a continuity of the urban fabric and architectural robustness. Therefore, an exploration of 
the history and character of the site has been performed to form a basis for the thesis project.

Robustness is also concerning the durability of a building, where construction and choice of ma-
terials are crucial for a building to last over time. This, together with contemporary buildings in 
historical environments are further investigated in our chosen references.    
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The contemporary University 

The exploration of how a contemporary university building can be materialized in the city has 
mainly been based on the University of Gothenburg�s vision in the development study, as well as a 
literature review by the architectural theorist Claes Caldenby and selected references.
 
In Universitetet och staden: inför fältstudier! (1994), Caldenby describes that the university is, af-
ter to the church, the oldest still living institution in western society. The architecture, he argues, 
plays a central role in representing its identity and express the societal status of academics, as 
well as shaping the environment for everyday life. The built environment for education also in-
volves balancing a rapidly evolving activity that are at the forefront of scienti�c research (Calden-
by & White Arkitekter, 1994).

The expression of the university har changed over time. The university buillding in Vasa from 1907 
(�g.1) shows a monumental expression, representing the view of the university of its time, per-
haps not in line with what is being built today. Based on what we have read in the development 
plan, the building should express contemporary values ​​of openness, public engagement and for-
ward-thinking. The challenge for the thesis lies in shaping a building that, on the one hand, rep-
resent values ​​of a contemporary university, on the other hand, is still anchored in its physical and 
historical context. 

Introduction
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The university of Gothenburg main building

Figure 1 Theory

1907
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David Chipperfield Architects

Figure 2, 3

Figure 1: The department store, 
located within the historic city 
center of Vienna

Figure 2: Building respects 
the heights and façade com-
position of the neighboring 
buildings.

References
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Figure 1: Facade towards the 
street

Figure 2: Upper floor. Cores 
placed towards the back

On site studio

Figure 4, 5 References
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Atelier Kempe Thill

Figure 6, 7 References

Figure 1: Facade creates a dia-
logue with the church

Figure 2: Entrance floor with 
open and public functions
























































































































