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Reflection

Reflecting on the outcome of this thesis project, | ask myself the question if the
resulting building design strikes me as contextual. And the answer is that it does.
However, | am in a biased position as author of the work and perhaps not everyone
would agree.

Perhaps it is not elements from reinterpreted landmarks that one would find as main
reasons for the work being comprehended as contextual. It could instead be for reasons
such as how the building is situated in the topography, or that the concrete blends well
into the stone landscape. Regardless whether the origin or reason for certain design
features in the building are relatable by the observer or not, the method served as an
effective design strategy.

There are after all many ways to reference to the context, and what is perceived as
characteristic for a place will most likely vary from person to person. In the example
where Norberg-Schultz named sand as the most characteristic feature of Khartoum,
would a Sudanese agree with him?

A balancing act throughout the process has indeed been how explicit the different
gestures to context should be. The building is essentially a result of mixing a number
of different ways of relating to context and characteristic elements from the area, and
despite the risk of the result becoming a chaotic mess, it does feel well balanced in the
end.
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