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�'�J�H�����������5�Z�Q�J�D�B�M���F�Y�U�F�S�J�P�S���X�B�M�M���P�G��
�)�V�J�[�I�P�V���B�S�D�I�J�U�F�D�U�V�S�F



�&�K�L�Q�D�·�V���U�D�S�L�G���X�U�E�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���K�D�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�À�H�G���W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V��
between modernization and architectural heritage 
preservation, particularly in rural areas. Meanwhile, the 
aging population faces growing challenges in securing 
sustainable, elderly-friendly living environments. 
Traditional Chinese architecture holds cultural and 
environmental value, yet there is a gap in adapting 
these structures for contemporary elderly care while 
preserving their heritage. Many historical dwellings 
�D�O�V�R���U�H�Á�H�F�W���R�X�W�G�D�W�H�G���V�R�F�L�D�O���K�L�H�U�D�U�F�K�L�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���U�L�J�L�G��
gender divisions in space.
 
This study explores the renovation of a historic Huizhou 
residential building in rural Anhui Province, integrating 
conservation, adaptive reuse, and sustainability to 
enhance elderly well-being. Through case studies, 
�À�H�O�G���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�����L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�R�U�H�W�L�F�D�O���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V�����L�W��
evaluates key factors such as daylight, ventilation, 
accessibility, and cultural continuity. Based on these 
�À�Q�G�L�Q�J�V�����D���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���U�H�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���G�H�V�L�J�Q���L�V���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G����
balancing historical authenticity with modern 
functionality.
 
Grounded in theories of adaptive reuse, aging-in-
place, and sustainable architecture, this study provides 
a model for transforming vernacular buildings into 
elderly-friendly spaces. It also considers how spatial 
�P�R�G�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�D�Q���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���R�X�W�G�D�W�H�G���K�L�H�U�D�U�F�K�L�H�V��
embedded in traditional architecture, making historic 
spaces more inclusive while retaining their cultural 
essence.

Abstract





INTRODUCTION
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Background

In many rural regions of China, 
historical dwellings have been 
neglected during modernization, 
with many still inhabited by elderly 
individuals. Economic constraints, 
shifting policies, and urbanization 
trends have deprioritized rural heritage 
conservation, leading to inadequate 
restoration, structural deterioration, 
and poor living conditions. Many of 
these aging buildings lack proper 
ventilation, lighting, and accessibility, 
�P�D�N�L�Q�J���G�D�L�O�\���O�L�I�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\���G�L�I�À�F�X�O�W��
for elderly residents.
 
Among these, Huizhou architecture 
remains one of the most well-preserved 
and representative forms of traditional 
Chinese vernacular architecture. 
�'�H�À�Q�H�G���E�\���L�W�V���Z�R�R�G�H�Q���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N�V����
intricate carvings, and enclosed 
�F�R�X�U�W�\�D�U�G�V�����+�X�L�]�K�R�X���G�Z�H�O�O�L�Q�J�V���U�H�Á�H�F�W��
centuries of architectural wisdom, 
regional identity, and deep-rooted 
social structures. However, these 
buildings were designed within a strict 
Confucian hierarchy, which dictated 
spatial divisions based on status, 

gender, and family roles. Women, for 
�L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����Z�H�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q���F�R�Q�À�Q�H�G���W�R���W�K�H��
innermost quarters, reinforcing their 
subordinate social position. While these 
spatial arrangements once aligned 
with societal norms, they no longer 
�U�H�Á�H�F�W���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���Y�D�O�X�H�V���R�I���J�H�Q�G�H�U��
equality and social inclusion.

Jiangcun Village, located in Anhui 
�3�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�H���L�Q���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���&�K�L�Q�D�����H�[�H�P�S�O�L�À�H�V��
Huizhou architectural legacy. 
Spanning 9.2 square kilometers with a 
history of over 1,300 years, Jiangcun 
is home to numerous Ming and Qing 
Dynasty(15th -20th centuries) buildings, 
including ancestral halls, traditional 
residences, and historic artifacts 
such as calligraphy, paintings, and 
genealogical records. However, like 
many rural settlements, Jiangcun 
faces demographic shifts, with a 
predominantly middle-aged and 
elderly population, as younger 
generations have migrated for work. 
While tourism has provided economic 
opportunities, many historical structures 
remain underutilized or deteriorating.
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Fig. 2 The residential area of Jiangcun





Thesis questions

Main question: 
“How can Huizhou residential buildings be sustainably 
renovated to meet the social and physical needs of 
elderly residents ?”

Sub-question:
 "How can traditional elements be retained while 
outdated or impractical aspects are improved ?"

Purpose & Aim

This study explores the intersection of adaptive reuse, 
heritage conservation, and sustainable architecture, 
�I�R�F�X�V�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���D�J�H���I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\���U�H�W�U�R�À�W�W�L�Q�J���R�I���Y�H�U�Q�D�F�X�O�D�U��
buildings. It examines how cultural, environmental, and 
social sustainability can be integrated into restoration 
strategies to maintain the values and character of 
historic structures. By analyzing existing challenges 
and opportunities, the research aims to identify design 
approaches that enhance the well-being of older adults 
while respecting the architectural and historical integrity 
of these buildings.
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Delimitations 

- This thesis focuses on the adaptation of 
Huizhou buildings in rural areas, particularly 
those inhabited by elderly residents. The study 
explores possible architectural interventions 
that balance heritage preservation with 
contemporary needs. The scope is limited 
�W�R���H�[�D�P�L�Q�L�Q�J���K�R�Z���V�S�D�W�L�D�O���P�R�G�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�D�Q��
enhance accessibility, comfort, and social 
integration for older adults while maintaining 
the building’s cultural and architectural 
integrity. 
 
- The study excludes broader discussions on 
other demographic needs, such as housing 
for younger populations, multi-generational 
living, or alternative uses of vernacular 
buildings.
 
The research is limited to Huizhou 
architecture and does not provide a full 
comparative analysis of other Chinese 
vernacular typologies, though some 
references to related traditions may be 
included for contextual understanding.

5
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Discourse

(1) Environmental Sustainability

�7�K�L�V���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���S�U�R�P�R�W�H�V���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���H�I�À�F�L�H�Q�W���U�H�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�\���X�W�L�O�L�]�L�Q�J��
�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���D�Q�G���S�D�V�V�L�Y�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V�����P�L�Q�L�P�L�]�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���I�R�R�W�S�U�L�Q�W���R�I���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D�G�D�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����%�\��
�L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�Q�J���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V�����L�W���V�H�H�N�V���W�R��
�H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\���H�I�À�F�L�H�Q�F�\���Z�K�L�O�H���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���D�Q�G��
�E�X�L�O�W���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W����

(2) Social Sustainability
 

The project aims to create a livable and inclusive environment 
�W�K�D�W���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���D�J�L�Q�J���L�Q���S�O�D�F�H���Z�K�L�O�H���I�R�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J���V�R�F�L�D�O���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q��
�D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����%�\���L�Q�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�X�Q�D�O��
�V�S�D�F�H�V���D�Q�G���V�K�D�U�H�G���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����L�W���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�V���H�O�G�H�U�O�\���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���W�R��
�H�Q�J�D�J�H���Z�L�W�K���E�R�W�K���S�H�H�U�V���D�Q�G���\�R�X�Q�J�H�U���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�L�Q�J��
�V�R�F�L�D�O���F�R�K�H�V�L�R�Q�����$�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�����P�R�E�L�O�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U��
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���D�U�H���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�]�H�G���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���E�X�L�O�W��
�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�V���W�K�H���Z�H�O�O���E�H�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�Y�H���O�L�I�H�V�W�\�O�H�V���R�I��
�R�O�G�H�U���D�G�X�O�W�V�����$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H���F�D�U�H�I�X�O���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���K�H�U�L�W�D�J�H��
�Y�D�O�X�H�V���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�V���O�R�F�D�O���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\����
�U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�L�Q�J���D���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���E�H�O�R�Q�J�L�Q�J���I�R�U���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V

(3) Cultural and Historic Sustainability
 

�7�K�L�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���I�R�F�X�V�H�V���R�Q���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O���L�Q�W�H�J�U�L�W�\��
�D�Q�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�O�H���D�G�D�S�W�L�Q�J���L�W���I�R�U��
�F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���X�V�H�����5�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D�V���D���V�W�D�W�L�F��
�U�H�O�L�F�����W�K�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�V���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�F�U�D�I�W�V�P�D�Q�V�K�L�S���D�Q�G���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�I�X�O���G�H�V�L�J�Q��
�L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V�����W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���H�Q�V�X�U�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V��
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���O�D�Q�G�P�D�U�N�V�����S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U��
�U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�F�H���L�Q���P�R�G�H�U�Q���V�R�F�L�H�W�\�����7�K�L�V���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�V���V�R�F�L�D�O��
�V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���E�\���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D���V�K�D�U�H�G���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���D�Q�G��
�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\����



Method 

(1)Architectural & Environmental Analysis
Site measurements, damage mapping, and digital 3D modeling 
are used to study spatial layout, structure, daylight, and 
�Y�H�Q�W�L�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�L�V���K�H�O�S�V���D�V�V�H�V�V���U�H�W�U�R�À�W���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���D�Q�G���J�X�L�G�H�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q��
decisions.

(2) Historical & Typological Study
The building is examined in relation to traditional Huizhou 
architecture to understand its original functions, symbolism, 
and how it evolved over time. This forms the basis for identifying 
elements worth preserving.

(3)Cultural-Historic Value Assessment
�(�Y�D�O�X�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O�����K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�����D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H��
of the chosen building, helping justify preservation over 
�G�H�P�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�L�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���I�D�F�D�G�H�����V�S�D�W�L�D�O���F�R�Q�À�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q����
craftsmanship, and symbolic meanings rooted in local 
traditions.

(4)  Ethnographic Observation
On-site observation captures how elderly residents interact with 
the space in daily life, revealing needs and limitations not visible 
in drawings.

(5) Interviews with Stakeholders
Semi-structured interviews with residents, tourism workers, and 
community members provide insights into current use, social 
value, and expectations for future functions.

(6) Contextual & Social Mapping
The building is analyzed in relation to its village context—
climate, economy, demographics, and infrastructure—to 
�G�H�À�Q�H���U�H�D�O�L�V�W�L�F���D�Q�G���V�L�W�H���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���U�H�X�V�H���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V��

(7) Case Study: Helps analyze real-life examples of ancient 
Chinese building renovations and their impact on elderly well-
�E�H�L�Q�J�����O�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���À�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���W�R���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O���G�H�V�L�J�Q���R�X�W�F�R�P�H�V����

(8) Design Prototyping & Simulation
Proposed design interventions are tested through digital 
models, including daylighting and ventilation simulations, to 
ensure improved performance for elderly users.
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Process

Phase I: Preparation
Collecting Information
Reference research 
Historical documents 
Case study 
Positioning 
Site study (remote research)
Technology & software learning

Phase II: Mapping
Site visit & data collection
Diagramming & spatial analysis
Literature review & theoretical framework

Phase III: Design Phase
Design strategy & conceptual development
Design implementation & prototyping
Preliminary test results & evaluation

�3�K�D�V�H���,�9�����5�H�Á�H�F�W�L�R�Q
Feedback & valuation
�5�H�À�Q�H�P�H�Q�W���	���L�W�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q
Finalizing design details
Building conceptual/physical models

Phase V: Presentation & Discussion
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1. ARCHITECTURE
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Fig. 4 Huizhou village



History

Huizhou architecture originated in 
ancient Huizhou and is a quintessential 
example of Jiangnan (southern 
Yangtze) architectural style. Historically, 
Huizhou merchants conducted 
business in cities such as Yangzhou 
�D�Q�G���6�X�]�K�R�X�����V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�O�\���L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�L�Q�J��
local architectural traditions. Due to 
the region’s strong scholarly culture, 
local residents followed a way of life 
that combined academic pursuits with 
commercial endeavors.  
 
From the mid-Ming Dynasty(15th to 
16th centuries) onward, the rise of 
Huizhou merchants and economic 
prosperity provided them with 
�V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O���Z�H�D�O�W�K�����7�K�L�V���À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O��
success led to the construction of 
grand residences for hosting guests, 
the expansion of ancestral halls to 
honor lineage and strengthen family 
ties, and the erection of memorial 
archways as symbols of prestige 
and legacy. As a result, a wealth 
of exceptional architectural works 
was left behind, showcasing the 
distinctive craftsmanship and aesthetic 
style of Huizhou architecture. These 
�F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�V�W�L�F�V���D�U�H���E�H�V�W���H�[�H�P�S�O�L�À�H�G��
in the “Three Masterpieces of Huizhou 
Architecture” — memorial archways, 
ancestral halls, and residential 
buildings.

Connection with surrounding

Huizhou residential architecture 
emphasizes a deep connection with 
nature and the harmony between 
buildings and their surrounding 
environment. There is a traditional 
saying: "A dwelling is incomplete 
without mountains and water." Most 
ancient Huizhou homes are nestled 
�D�P�L�G���O�X�V�K���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���D�Q�G���Á�R�Z�L�Q�J���U�L�Y�H�U�V����
strategically positioned to integrate 
with the natural landscape. Alongside 
pavilions, terraces, towers, pagodas, 
and archways, these residences create 
a picturesque setting characterized by 
the timeless imagery of "small bridges, 
�Á�R�Z�L�Q�J���Z�D�W�H�U�����D�Q�G���S�H�D�F�H�I�X�O���K�R�P�H�V����

11

Huizhou achitecture

Fig. 5  The environment of Jiangcun



Huizhou architecture in Jiangcun

Jiangcun embodies these architectural 
traditions, with its built environment 
forming a well-structured system 
predominantly composed of Huizhou-
style buildings. 

Just as in other Huizhou settlements, 
Jiangcun’s architecture extends 
beyond residential dwellings to 
encompass a diverse range of 
subsystems, including transport 
infrastructure, educational institutions, 
charitable organizations, ancestral 
worship sites, and religious structures. 

These elements collectively reinforce 
the village’s cultural and spatial 
continuity, ensuring that Jiangcun 
remains a living testament to 
the enduring legacy of Huizhou 
architecture.

12

“Three Masterpieces of Huizhou Architecture” in Jiangcun

Fig. 6  Memorial archway Fig. 7   Ancestral hall Fig. 8  Residential buildings



Architectural Features

Huizhou architecture is characterized 
by its adaptive site planning, 
seamlessly integrating with the natural 
landscape through thoughtful and 
harmonious design.In terms of spatial 
�O�D�\�R�X�W�����L�W���R�I�I�H�U�V���J�U�H�D�W���Á�H�[�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G��
variation, with buildings typically 
oriented southward to optimize 
natural light, and a strong emphasis 
on internal courtyards to enhance 
daylight penetration and ventilation ��
The architectural composition is rich 
and rhythmically balanced, with iconic 
features such as horse-head walls and 
small gray tiles.  
 
Constructed primarily from brick, wood, 
and stone, Huizhou buildings rely on 
wooden frameworks, with wooden 
beams bearing the structural load and 
brick, stone, or rammed earth forming 
the enclosing walls. The design centers 
around a main hall, often adorned 
with intricately carved beams, painted 
decorations, and elaborate roof and 
eave embellishments. A hallmark of 
Huizhou architecture is its masterful 
integration of carving techniques—
stone, wood, and brick carvings are 
seamlessly combined, creating an 
ornate and majestic aesthetic.

1. Facade and the “Horse-head” walls

�7�K�H���H�[�W�H�U�L�R�U���Z�D�O�O�V���R�I���+�X�L�]�K�R�X���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O��
buildings is mostly painted with white 
lime, and the roofs are covered with 
greenish-black tiles. The facade 
typically has no windows or only small 
high-set windows.

�$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���G�H�À�Q�L�Q�J���I�H�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���+�X�L�]�K�R�X��
building facade, horse-head walls  are 
�H�O�H�Y�D�W�H�G���V�L�G�H�Z�D�O�O�V���H�[�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�E�R�Y�H��
�W�K�H���U�R�R�Á�L�Q�H�����R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�O�\���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���D�V��
�À�U�H�E�U�H�D�N�V���L�Q���W�L�J�K�W�O�\���F�O�X�V�W�H�U�H�G���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�V��
where wooden structures were 
�S�U�R�Q�H���W�R���À�U�H�����7�K�H�V�H���Z�D�O�O�V���D�O�V�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H��
protection against wind, rain, and 
lightning, with their pointed tops acting 
like natural lightning rods to shield the 
main structure.  

Beyond their functional role, horse-
�K�H�D�G���Z�D�O�O�V���F�D�U�U�\���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H����
Their stepped design, ranging from 
�R�Q�H���W�R���À�Y�H���W�L�H�U�V�����U�H�Á�H�F�W�V���D���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G�·�V��
heritage and social status—the more 
tiers, the more distinguished the family. 
The walls are often adorned with brick 
carvings and ornamental details, 
�E�O�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O�L�W�\���Z�L�W�K���+�X�L�]�K�R�X�·�V��
�U�H�À�Q�H�G���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O���D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�V��
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Fig. 9  The horse-head wall

A typical facade of Huizhou architecture



2����Courtyard

The courtyard(tianjing) is a distinctive 
feature of Huizhou architecture, 
functioning as a transitional space 
between indoors and outdoors, it 
serves both practical and symbolic 
purposes, facilitating movement within 
the house while embodying wishes for 
prosperity and good fortune.

Characteristics
A typically enclosed central courtyard, 
formed by surrounding walls and 
rooms. It may be enclosed on four 
sides or partially open, with two or 
three walls forming the boundary. 
Generally located in the central axis of 
�W�K�H���K�R�X�V�H���D�Q�G���Á�D�Q�N�H�G���E�\���V�L�G�H���U�R�R�P�V����
�W�K�H���F�R�X�U�W�\�D�U�G���Á�R�R�U���L�V���S�D�Y�H�G���Z�L�W�K���E�O�X�H��
�E�U�L�F�N�V�����'�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���K�L�J�K��
walls, natural light is limited, giving the 
�V�S�D�F�H���D���G�H�H�S�����Z�H�O�O���O�L�N�H���D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H�³
�K�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H���Q�D�P�H���W�L�D�Q�M�L�Q�J�������V�N�\���Z�H�O�O��������
These courtyards connect the street 
and indoor spaces, creating a 
dynamic interplay of openness and 
enclosure. 

Huizhou buildings are typically 
rectangular and organized around a 
central courtyard, following a modular 
system based on "sections" ( �É ). The 
most common layout consists of a front 
hall, a central courtyard, and a rear 
hall with side rooms, extending along 
a longitudinal axis. Larger residences 
may include additional sections.

While the scale and form vary, 
Huizhou dwellings adapt to terrain 
and functional needs, maintaining the 
courtyard as a core element. Some 
layouts feature a single courtyard, 
while others incorporate multiple 
interconnected sections, often 
separated by courtyard, creating a 
�V�H�D�P�O�H�V�V���Á�R�Z���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���V�S�D�F�H�V�����7�K�H�V�H��
�Y�D�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�Á�H�F�W���W�K�H���D�G�D�S�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\��
of Huizhou architecture, balancing 
functionality with environmental 
considerations.

First Section

Second 
Section

Third Section

Two-section layout

Single-section layout

Two-section layout Three-section layout

Courtyard EntranceSide room

Four main layout of Huizhou residential buildings
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Fig. 10   Huizhou building(Sohu,2017), shows the 
sloped roof and the courtyard

Fig����������The upward view from courtyard






























































































































